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Preface from the Pro-rector
This year I am again delighted to be able to present to you a thorough overview report of
the activities at Greenland’s Centre for Health Research at the Institute of Nursing and Health
Research. The Centre is developing greatly, where more and more activities are carried out in
collaboration with the Centre. This positively affects the nursing education and the society in
general.
We continue to focus on increasing this development and are looking forward to an exciting new
year with both internal and external collaborations.
I would like to thank Greenland’s health care system as well as the municipalities for always being
positive and willing to collaborate.
With kind regards
Suzanne Møller
Pro-rector and Head of Institution of the Institute of Nursing and Health Research
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In this annual report, the advisory committee is presenting its scientific activities
conducted in 2018. Greenland’s Centre for Health Research aspires this annual report to
serve as an overview of health research in and to be an inspiration for future research
projects in Greenland.
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Letter from the chair
I am pleased to present to you our annual report, which provides an overview of the very
active year we have had. We have, for example, held two PhD courses and been co-organizers of
the 17th International Congress in Circumpolar Health (ICCH) in Copenhagen, where many of
our researchers presented their work, and our Postdoc researcher Aviaaja Hauptmann and PhD
student Karsten Rex were keynote speakers. The ICCH was also a great opportunity for our
Centre to strengthen our international networks.
The Greenland Centre for Health Research focuses on network-building between
universities in the Arctic region through UArctic Thematic Networks. The mission of the Network
on Health and Well-being in the Arctic is to improve the sustainable development of health and
wellbeing in circumpolar regions by promoting research projects on health people, and by
organizing research training and by distributing scientific information. The main task of the
network is to increase the quantity and quality of scientific research carried out at the circumpolar
area by the means of the graduate school and the international Master and PhD programs for
Circumpolar Health and Wellbeing.
Building local capacity through the University of Greenland is an important step to
addressing challenges such as recruitment and retainment of well-trained health workers. In
response, higher education has been actively developing programs over the past decade to
address these challenges, of which three are demonstrating notable success: 1) Specialist
Education for Medical Doctors, 2) Nursing Education, and 3) the creation of the Greenland Centre
for Health Research.
Gert Mulvad
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In memory of Henning Sloth Pedersen
On the morning of the 17th of September physician and
researcher Henning Sloth Pedersen left us. Henning Sloth
Pedersen was born a Dane but became Greenlandic in mind and
heart. He was a passionate family physician and a researcher in
environmental medicine. He dedicated his life to Greenland and
the Arctic, which included the dedication to patients, friends
and the nature. Henning was an inspiring person who managed
to connect science and patients with his empathetic attitude and
language skills.
After participating in the UN peacekeeping force in
Cyprus and being an Elite Gymnast in Denmark, Henning
arrived in Greenland in 1979 to become a lecturer in Qaarsut.
Here, he learned the Greenlandic language and got familiar
with the Greenlandic food, music and humour. This was only
the beginning of a lifelong commitment in Greenland as a
physician, researcher, debater and citizen.
With more than 25 years in Greenlandic health care, Henning’s medical care and research
took him to all cities in Greenland and became known as the doctor who understood the
individual patient and their needs.
Starting out with his PhD thesis on ‘The Greenlandic Autopsy Project: atherosclerosis and
intracerebral haemorrhagia in relation to fatty acid composition in adipose tissue and validation of
the cause of death’, Henning has for several years researched Arctic health under AMAP, Arctic
Council Working Group, which monitors the pollution of heavy metals in, for example, Arctic
fish. He participated in several major research projects primarily in the field of environmental
medicine including EU projects and CLEAR (Climate Change, Environmental Contaminants and
Reproductive Health). With more than 100 scientific articles as author or co-author he also guided
PhD students. Henning was a former associate professor at the Centre for Arctic Environmental
Medicine at the Faculty of Health Sciences at Aarhus University. In 2014, he became an associate
professor at Greenland's Centre for Health Research. For the great contributions to research,
Henning received the Arctic Hildes Medal and the Greenland Medical Association's honorary
award in 2015. On June 22nd, 2018, he received Nersornaat in silver, which is an honorary medal
awarded by the Government of Greenland.
Rest in peace, Henning. You will always be remembered by people in Greenland and the Arctic.
Written by Gert Mulvad
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Our vision
Improving the health status in
Greenland through initiation
and coordination of health
research.

Our mission
•

Increasing coordination
among research institutions

•

Developing, exchanging,
disseminating and applying
scientific knowledge

•

Creating national and
international networks

•

Building local capacity
through PhD programs and
mentoring

•

Improving community
involvement and local
partnerships

Our objectives
The aim of the Centre is to
enhance cooperation between
researchers from other
countries and health
professionals in Greenland, to
facilitate research cooperation
within Greenland, and to
facilitate the interaction of
researchers from other
countries with the Greenland
community at large. The Centre
is active in teaching at all levels
from classroom teaching of
nursing students to supervision
of PhD students. In a longer
perspective, the Centre will
work for the establishment of
data archive and archive of
specimens collected in
Greenland.
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About Greenland’s Centre for Health
Research
The Centre’s history
On the 28th of May 2008 Greenland’s Centre for Health
Research (GCHR) was established. Back then a number of
research-interested professionals working in Greenland’s health
care system had been discussing how a health research institute
physically placed in Greenland was lacking. The ambition was
that such an institute could facilitate the transfer of
competencies to Greenland, be the base for PhD students,
provide affiliated researchers with a Greenlandic identity for
their international research network, and provide evidencebased content for the nursing education, health professionals’
training and perhaps at some point arctic MPH and PhD
educations. Since 2008, five PhD students have graduated from
the Centre and currently four PhD students are affiliated with
the Centre.

Our partnerships & networks
The Centre works to forge links between research centres,
independent scholars and students as well as health
professionals in Greenland. GCHR is organised within the
Institute of Nursing and Health Research at the University of
Greenland. We collaborated with the Greenland Institute of
Natural Resources on building project for the Centre. The Centre
has signed Memorandum of Understanding with Canadian
Institute for Circumpolar Health in Yellowknife (North West
Territories) and the UArctic.
The Centre cooperates with:
• Centre for Care Research at the Arctic University of Norway
(UiT)
• ICN Rural and Remote Nursing Network
• Arctic Transatlantic Telehealth Research Network
Furthermore, GCHR is co-organisation of NUNAMED,
part of Thematic Network on Health and Well-being in the
Arctic under University of the Arctic, and member of the
Circumpolar Health Research Network.
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Advisory Board
•

Gert Mulvad, MD, GP, Doctor h.c. - Chairman of the local dep. of the Danish-Greenlandic Society
for Circumpolar Health

•

Suzanne Møller, pro-rector and head of institute - Institute of Nursing and Health Science

•

Berit Bjerre Handberg, Chief physician - Board of Health and Prevention

•

Peter Bjerregaard, Professor, MD, Dr. Med. Sci. - Ministry of Health

•

Sten Lund, Research coordinator at the Ministry of Research

•

Henrik L. Hansen, Medical officer at the National Medical Board/office

•

Appointed: Michael Lynge Pedersen, Physician and PhD, Greenland Centre for Health Research

Researchers
•
•

•
•
•

Gert Mulvad, MD, GP, Doctor h.c.
Lise Hounsgaard, Professor,
Ph.D., RN
Lene Seibæk, RN, MHH, PhD
Aviaaja L. Hauptmann, Postdoc
Ingelise Olesen, Research
assistant

Assigned researchers
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

Affiliated researchers
•

•

•

•

Karen Bjørn Mortensen, PhD &
physician
Ruth Montgomery-Andersen,
DrPH & independent researcher
Tenna Jensen, Associate
professor, PhD
Tine Aagaard, PhD, adjunct

Anders Koch, Professor, Chief physician,
PhD, MPH
Eva C. Bonefeld-Jørgensen, Professor, PhD
Marit E. Jørgensen, Professor, senior
physician, PhD
Michael Lynge Pedersen, MD, GP, associate
professor, PhD
Peter Bjerregaard, Professor, MD, Dr. Med.
Sci.
Preben Homøe, Professor, senior physician,
Dr. Med., PhD
Stig Andersen, Clinical professor

PhD students 2018
•
•
•
•
•

Mette M. Schlütter, MA anthropology
Mikaela Augustussen, BScN & MSc
Karsten Rex, Physician
Paneeraq Noahsen, Physician
Trine Jul Larsen, BScN & MSc public health

Contact information and biographies of the researchers associated with GCHR can be found on
our homepage (www.uni.gl).
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Centre activities in 2018
Meetings of the Danish-Greenlandic Society for Circumpolar Health
On the 24th of May, the local department of the Danish-Greenlandic Society for
Circumpolar Health held an open meeting at the Centre with the following presentation:
• ‘Arbejdsmiljøet i fiske- og skaldyrsindustrien i Grønland, allergiforekomst og vigtigste
allergener i Arktis’ by Jakob Bønløkke, head-physician at Aalborg University Hospital & Zille
K.B. Petersen, nurse
• ‘En rejse under isbjerget. Patientsikkerhed og utilsigtede hændelser’ by Tina Nielsen,
consultant in patient safety
• ‘Pregnancy diabetes in Greenland’ by Michael Lynge Pedersen, PhD and physician,
Queen Ingrid health centre Nuuk
• ’Arctic Aging. Living conditions, quality of life and health promotion among elderly in
Greenland’ by Tenna Jensen, lector Copenhagen University & Mette M. Schlütter, PhD student
On the 22nd of November, another open meeting was held at the Centre with presentations
from the ICCH17:
• ‘Diabetes - a challenge in Greenland’ by Michael Lynge Pedersen, PhD & physician,
Queen Ingrid health centre Nuuk
• ‘Becoming a health professional abroad and returning to serve your native population’ by
Karsten Rex, physician and PhD student
• ‘Patient involvement in Greenland hospital care: a clinical research project’ by Lene
Seibæk, associate professor at Ilisimatusarfik
• ‘Moving Circumpolar Health Forward – Opening speech at the ICCH17’ by Gert Mulvad,
MD, GP, Doctor h.c.

New researchers at the Centre
Tenna Jensen has become affiliated researcher in 2018. She is associated
professor in health and ageing research at the University of Copenhagen. Since
the beginning of 2017 she has managed the research and development project
Ageing in the Arctic (AgeArc). The project aims to investigate health, wellbeing and quality of life among older people and in collaboration with the
municipalities to develop suggestions for welfare products, solutions and
educational materials for use in the health and care sector. Ageing in the Arctic
is a collaborative project that besides from Ilisimatusarfik involves the
municipalities and a number of Danish research and education institutions. In 2018 I became
affiliated to the Greenland Centre for Health Research. The affiliation has allowed her to
strengthen ties to the Centre and to other parts of Ilisimatusarfik and to interact, engage and
exchange knowledge with both researchers and students.
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Lene Seibæk is an associate professor at Aarhus University, Institute
for Clinical Medicine, and senior researcher at Aarhus University Hospital,
Department of Gynaecology and Obstetrics in Aarhus, Denmark. The 1st of
March 2018, Lene was appointed to a 25% position at the Greenland Centre
for Health Research and University of Greenland. Her research field in
Greenland focuses on patient- and family-centred care. Next to assignments
in teaching and supervision, Lene is responsible for the research project
'Patient involvement in Greenland hospital care'. The project is conducted in close cooperation
with the Institute of Nursing and Health Science and the Queen Ingrid's Hospital in Nuuk.

The 17th International Congress on Circumpolar Health in Copenhagen
In mid-august, just as the pride festival started and the rain started
to return to Denmark, we from the Greenland Centre of Health Research
took part in organising and hosting the 17th International Congress on
Circumpolar Health (ICCH) from the 12th to 15th of August 2018. The
ICCH conferences are held every third year in different locations in the
Arctic region, last time it was held in Oulu (Finland) and in 2021 we will
meet our colleagues again in St. Petersburg (Russia). This was the second
time that the ICCH was hosted in Copenhagen, first time being 1981.
The ICCH is initiated and supported by the International Union for Circumpolar Health and
the conference represents the largest scientific meeting on circumpolar health worldwide. This
year we had about 400 participants from Greenland, Canada, Alaska (USA), Sweden, Norway,
Finland, Denmark, Russia, Iceland and Australia. Participants were primarily researchers, but also
many policy-makers, students, practitioners and representatives of indigenous populations
attended.
The program of the ICCH was tightly packed from eight in the morning until nine in the
evening with talks, presentations, meetings and of course great cultural and social events. During
the day participants got to choose from the many interesting keynotes, oral and poster
presentations on various health topics spanning from environmental issues to genetics, from
chronic to infectious diseases, ageing, maternal health, mental health, cultural sensitivity, and
health care systems in the Arctic. With 21 keynote-speakers participants got the opportunity to
taste a bit of everything. All keynote presentations were filmed, and the videos are available on
our homepage (www.icch2018.com).
We also organised some fun social events and
cultural performances to make sure participants also
get to experience some of the Greenlandic culture
and see beautiful Copenhagen. Overall the
conference was very successful, and participants
appreciated the familiar and relaxed atmosphere
present throughout the conference.
Written by Christine Ingemann
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13th General Assembly of the Inuit Circumpolar Council
From the 16th to 19th of July 2018, the 13th General Assembly of the Inuit
Circumpolar Council (ICC) took place in Utiquaġvik, Alaska. In the context of
the Assembly theme ‘Inuit – The Arctic We Want’ the Utiquaġvik Declaration
2018 was declared by the Inuit of Alaska, Canada, Greenland and Chukotka.
Gert Mulvad represented Greenland in ICC Health Committee. In this annual
report, we would like to present two aspects of the declaration, being Families
and Youth and Health and Wellness. The text below is directly taken from the
declaration.

Families and Youth
Healthy Inuit families are central to the sustainability of our communities. Our families are
changing, and we recognize that the future lies with our youth to achieve “Inuit - The Arctic We
Want”. There are many strong families and youth that find pride, empowerment and strength
within our culture, language and identity. However, our families are facing many challenges and
require culturally relevant support based upon our cultural values, which are central to the
sustainability of our families and communities. The most important needs of families include
poverty reduction, access to adequate housing, access to affordable energy, enhanced food
security, improved health and wellbeing, and educational attainment. Inuit, states and the
international community must immediately address these priorities within Inuit Nunaat. The
following actions are needed to support families and youth in Inuit Nunaat:
19. Urge ICC to support UN member states and international activities that recognize the relationship
between family and culture, that address the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals within
Inuit Nunaat and that share best practices that support and strengthen Inuit families;
20. Support Inuit youth organizations and encourage Inuit youth to share and participate fully in all ICC
activities;
21. Advocate for infrastructure and Inuit-specific interventions that will address family violence;
22. Consider the unique needs and challenges based on gender in Inuit communities.

Health and Wellness
Inuit health and wellness must be approached in a holistic way that recognizes that physical
and mental health cannot be addressed separately, and solutions should build upon the
knowledge and strengths found within our communities. Children with mental health issues
require our special support and help as acknowledged by the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child in Article 19 and 39.
Inuit face significant health disparities today. We experience unacceptably high rates of
cancer, diabetes, infectious diseases including tuberculosis, sexually transmitted infections and
diseases, addiction, and suicide which have serious, negative impacts on our families and our
communities. The appropriate physical and mental health services, including necessary clinical,
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financial and human resources, are inadequate or non-existent in Inuit Nunaat. In particular, the
ongoing mental health crisis facing Inuit of all ages today is unacceptable by any world standard.
The elevated rate of suicide among Inuit is an urgent challenge.
A combination of community and evidence-based, globally informed and culturally specific
suicide prevention strategies and initiatives must be further developed and implemented
throughout Inuit Nunaat to address risk factors and reduce suicide. To achieve health and
wellness in our communities we must start by undertaking the following:
23. Direct ICC to host a Circumpolar Inuit Summit on Health and Wellness focusing on efforts and
initiatives to reduce and eradicate health disparities harming our families and prioritizing mental
wellness, addictions, and suicide prevention;
24. Facilitate and support the ongoing development and implementation of regional and national evidencebased, suicide prevention strategies;
25. Instruct ICC to support knowledge sharing and communication of Inuit innovation and best practices
around mental health and wellness, including community-based solutions and to continue to take
leadership in projects and initiatives, specifically on suicide prevention and addictions to encourage
meaningful connection with communities, children, and youth, and link Indigenous Knowledge and
action with scientific research.

Thematic Network on Health and Well-being in the Arctic
The University of the Arctic (UArctic) is a cooperative network of universities,
colleges, research institutes and other organizations concerned with education and
research in and about the North. The goal of the Thematic Network on Health and Wellbeing in the Arctic is to support sustainable development on health and well-being in
populations in the circumpolar regions. The network aims to do so by
promoting research projects and education on health;
• organising research training;
• distributing scientific information.
•

The network will base its research and higher education activities on the contemporary
needs and priorities of the circumpolar regions and aims to promote a multidisciplinary
approach to improve social circumstances for the populations, both in regard to health
and well-being as well as delivery of health care and social services in the Arctic.
Gert Mulvad (Lead) Institution: Ilisimatusarfik/University of Greenland
• Anastasia Emelyanova (Vice-Lead) Institution: University of Oulu
• Anna Reetta Rönkä (Vice-Lead) Institution: University of Oulu
• Sandra Juutilainen (Vice-Lead) Institution: University of Waterloo
•
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PhD students
This summer our PhD student Mikael Augustussen received
her PhD degree for her dissertation with the title ‘Palliation to
Greenlandic Cancer Patients in Greenland and in Denmark’. Mikaela
is the first nurse educated in Greenland to receive a PhD degree. In
her project, Mikaela conducted three studies with the aims to
examine symptomatology and health-related quality of life among
Greenlandic patients with advanced cancer, to examine relatives’
level of satisfaction with advanced cancer care, and to uncover the
health professionals’ perspectives on the organization of palliative
care with focus on barriers and potentials for the development of
palliative care.

In August, the Centre’s former research assistant Trine Jul
Larsen started as a PhD student. In the coming three years, she
will work on her research project with the title ‘The use of
artificial intelligence and telemedicine solutions, to assess diabetic
eye diseases in Green-land’. A short description of her study is
provided below:
According to population health surveys conducted since
1999 10% of the Greenlandic population has type 2 diabetes.
Several genetic traits, including the TBC1D4 gene, have been
identified and been associated with insulin resistance. However,
long-term complications from diabetes, such as diabetic
retinopathy (DR), have not yet been investigated in Greenland. The aim of this PhD study is (1) to
test if deep learning based automatic grading can replace manual ophthalmological grading of
retina fundus photos using Optos ultra-wide-field cameras, (2) to estimate the incidence of
diabetic eye disease in individuals with diabetes and pre-diabetes, and (3) to investigate whether
monogenetic diabetes forms, primarily the TBC1D4 gene, are associated with higher incidence of
DR, and investigate if diet and physical activity modifies the genetically increased risk.
The study population consists of participants identified with diabetes or pre-diabetes in
previous or on-going population health surveys (approximately 700 persons), who are invited for
complications screening including eye screening using the Optos camera in the current Greenland
population health survey conducted from 2017-2019. All retina fundus photos are graded by
trained ophthalmological nurses and an ophthalmologist and graded by an automatic grading
algorithm developed using neural networks. Incidence of DR will be assessed using Cox- and
Poisson regression models and methods for grading retina photos will be compared using BlandAltmann plots and the variation will be assessed using a variance component model. The effect of
the TBC1D4 variant and the potential modifying effect of lifestyle is modelled in a linear mixed
effects model assuming a recessive interaction structure.
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Extending our research capacity: a Greenlandic Steno Diabetes Centre
As a representative of GCHR, Gert Mulvad takes part in the steering committee for the
establishment of a Greenlandic Steno Diabetes Centre. The steering committee was initiated in
2017. Marit E. Jørgensen and Postdoc Michael Lynge Pedersen are members of working groups.
Our Centre has been active in diabetes research the past many years, such as the Greenlandic
health surveys, research conducted by our adjunct researchers Marit E. Jørgensen and Michael
Lynge Pedersen, and most recently our new PhD student Trine Jul Larsen. The past 10 years
Michael Lynge Pedersen has worked with diabetes in Greenland’s health care system, which
includes treatment, monitoring and research.
It is the ambition that the Greenlandic Steno Diabetes Centre becomes a national knowledge
centre for diabetes and related lifestyle diseases in Greenland, and that it will play a crucial role in
advancing efforts in the field of diabetes and lifestyle throughout Greenland. Our centre will
closely collaborate in the development of the diabetes centre with aim to strengthen research and
cultivate capacity building in Greenland through PhDs and Postdocs.
In the future, the ambition is also to establish a data and tissue/specimen bank in Greenland
in collaboration with biobanks in Denmark. Greenland is also increasingly taking part and
building capacity in genetic research and health service research. Our research collaborations are
expanding from the Greenlandic health care system, to other Danish and Arctic research centres
and also Inuit collaborations in the Arctic.
Written by Gert Mulvad & Christine Ingemann
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News from our researchers
Michael Lynge Pedersen – Post doc: Aspects of diabetes epidemiology and
diabetes care in Greenland. Ten years of observation.
Since 2017, associate professor Michael Lynge Pedersen has been working on a post doc
about diabetes based on 10 years observational research in Greenland. Funding was donated from
Greenland’s Research Council in 2016. A first draft was finalized in 2018 and the research project
continues until the end of 2019.

Anders Koch – now employed as an infectious medicine physician at Queen
Ingrid’s Hospital
Anders Koch, specialist in infectious medicine, is now employed
as an infectious medicine physician at the Medical Department, Queen
Ingrid’s Hospital, in Nuuk. The position is a shared position between
Rigshospitalet, the National Serum Institute and the Greenlandic Health
Service. Anders will 3 times a year be in Greenland for 2 weeks and the
remaining time be an infectious medicine consultant for the
Greenlandic Health Service. He will specifically be responsible for the
tuberculosis area in Greenland, while also dealing with infectious
diseases in general, including HIV.
Besides clinical experience, Anders has many years of research experience with infectious
diseases in Greenland. He is an adjunct professor at Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland and
is chairman of the Greenland Society of Health Research.

Ruth Montgomery-Andersen leaves GCHR
Ruth Montgomery-Andersen, independent researcher in the field of maternal and arctic
health, has received the position as head of the Acting School at Greenland’s National Theatre.
This is an opportunity where she can make a difference in the Greenlandic society using both her
artistic and research skills. She will therefore now have less time to research in areas that are not
closely related to her new work. We are sad to see her step back from the arctic health research
feel, but we wish her the best luck in her new position and future projects.
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Ageing in the Arctic (AgeArc) – research and activities in 2019
In the past two years AgeArc has focused primarily on fieldwork and data collection. The
project is still engaged in research activities such as data processing and completion of research
reports. Moreover, PhD student Mette M. Schlütter will continue her fieldwork activities.
However, we now focus more on development and education activities based on the results of the
research. The development and educational activities are planned and conducted in collaboration
with a range of stakeholders and partners from various levels of society. Among these activities
are:
• Internships for students of physiotherapy and psychomotorical therapy in two
municipalities
• Development and testing of a book for reminiscence work
• Follow-up on the use of the accessible outdoor area Asiarfik
• Teaching at Culture and Social history, Ilisimatusarfik
• Development of educational material for the nursing program
Written by Tenna Jensen

The SIUTIT trial – a randomized control trial on children with middle ear
infection
Preben Homøe has since the beginning of the late 1980s focused his research on middle ear
infections in Greenland. A disease that is still very frequent and causes lifelong hearing loss. The
high prevalence in Greenland should be demanding urgent health care efforts according to
WHO’s guidelines in order to improve the situation.
Preben is a professor in Otorhinolaryngology at the University of Copenhagen and has been
appointed adjunct professor at Ilisimatusarfik, University of Greenland. Besides middle ear
disease, Preben also performs studies of head and neck cancer in Greenland. At the moment
Preben and his research group are engaged in a randomized controlled study - the SIUTIT trial - to
investigate (1) the potential value of tympanostomy tube insertion in children with otitis media in
Greenland, (2) the potential effect of the pneumococcal vaccine concerning otitis media in
Greenlandic children, and (3) school children’s hearing problems by applying a school-based
survey.
Preben was in 2018 honoured with the Jack Hildes medal given for a long and outstanding
research effort in the Arctic and has been serving in the board of the Danish/Greenlandic Society
for Circumpolar Health for many years, nine years of these as a chairman.
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Research project on diet-iodine-metabolism-hepatitis-BMI-bone-vitamin D –
now with 20 years follow-up

The team in front of the nursing home Ipiarsuk in Nuuk,
2018. From left: Stig Andersen, Freja K. Andersen, Paneeraq
Noahsen

It's been 20 years since the initial survey.
This first study was conducted in 1998 by Stig
Andersen and Peter Laurberg. In 2008, 10 years
later, the study was repeated when Karsten Rex
collected data with Stig and Peter as part of his PhD
study on hepatitis in Greenland. Now another 10
years have passed and therefore a third data
collection was conducted. Narkorsaq/physician
and current PhD student Paneeraq Noahsen will
collect the data and conduct the analysis focusing
on metabolism in Greenland.

In the summer of 2018, Paneeraq examined
study participants in Nuuk together with Stig
Andersen and project employee Freja K Andersen.
Elderly were examined either in the medical clinic if
capable, or in the nursing home or Ippiarsuk.
In order to make the data from 1998 and 2008
comparable to 2018, the same questionnaire and the
same methods for collecting urine and blood samples
were used. We examined the same participants as before and added new participants within the
same age group. New participants were selected
Paneeraq Noahsen examining participants in Nuuk,
based on the exact same criteria and method as prior. 2018.
This enables us to compare results across descriptions of developments over the past 20 years.
Furthermore, data was compared with the Sagild and Lithauer's study from 1962-64. This made it
possible to perform a 55-year follow-up on the development in BMI, supplementing 20-year
follow-up with description of hepatitis, changes in vitamin D and calcium and bone turnover.

Paneeraq Noahsen working at the laboratory in Nuuk.
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Lifestyle changes and being Greenlandic provide
new insights through comparisons across participant
groups. The final data still needs to be collected before
analyses can be commenced, which we are currently
seeking funding for. The previous studies were supported
by Karen Elise Jensen's fund and the Government of
Greenland, and the initial data collection by The Obel
Family Foundation. This summer's data collection was
supported by the Beckett Foundation and the
Government of Greenland.
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And in the future? Of course, we have the ambition to re-examine participants in 10 and 20
years in order to provide both 30 and 40 years of follow-up and descriptions of the development
in metabolism and iodine intake, hepatitis, calcium and vitamin D, and BMI in Greenland.
The study is based in Greenland and is part of Greenland’s Centre for Health Research in
collaboration with Arctic Health Research Centre at Aalborg University. The study was conducted
by the following:
• Paneeraq Noahsen, specialist registrar at Queen Ingrid´s Health Centre in Nuuk and PhD student

at Ilisimatusarfik (University of Greenland) and Aalborg University.
• Karsten Rex, consultant at the Department of Internal Medicine, Queen Ingrid’s Hospital in Nuuk
and has deadline for his PhD on hepatitis in Greenland by February 2019.
• Freja K. Andersen, a high school student volunteering as a project assistant on the study in Nuuk.
• Stig Andersen, long-time consultant at the Medical Department of Queen Ingrid’s Hospital in
Nuuk, professor at Ilisimatusarfik (University of Greenland) and Aalborg University, and senior
consultant at the Geriatric Department, Aalborg University Hospital. And a researcher in Greenland for
more than two decades.
Written by Stig Andersen

Greenland’s Health Survey 2018
As the fifth countrywide health survey in a row since 1993, data was collected from the
autumn of 2017 and throughout 2018. Information included living conditions and life style, selfreported health and clinical examinations/blood samples for diabetes, cardiovascular and
respiratory diseases, and sexually transmitted diseases. As a new component a specific
questionnaire for youth and the elderly were added. Data collection will end in January 2019 and
will comprise a total of 2300 participants from 19 towns and villages. Beginning in April 2019 the
results will be published in reports to the Greenland Government as an input to the next Public
Health Programme (Inuuneritta) and in scientific journals.
As a supplement to the general health survey, a study of diabetes complications in kidneys,
eyes, nerves and cardiovascular system was conducted among participants identified with
diabetes and prediabetes in the current and previous health surveys. Information was successfully
collected among 500 participants.
Written by Peter Bjerregaard & Marit E. Jørgensen

Planned studies on the genetic diabetes variant TBC1D4 in 2019
During 2019 a dietary intervention study will take place in three towns on the west coast of
Greenland. Carriers and non-carriers of the genetic diabetes variant TBC1D4 will be invited to
participate in a dietary intervention. The trial compares cardiometabolic effects of four weeks
intake of traditional Greenlandic foods with four weeks intake of western foods. It is expected that
carriers of the genetic variant will reduce blood sugar levels after meals with the traditional diet
low in carbohydrates and high in marine fats. The study will be carried out in collaboration
between Steno Diabetes Centre Copenhagen, University of Copenhagen, and Ilisimatusarfik with
Marit Eika Jørgensen and Aviaja Hauptmann being involved.
Written by Marit Eika Jørgensen
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The Greenlandic geographic Birth Cohort ACCEPT
ACCEPT, established during 2010-2015 includes approximately 600 pregnant Inuit women
and their child. The sampling was conducted in five regions North, Disko Bay, West, South and
East with a participation reflecting the population density. The pregnant women belongings were
set to where they had lived longest (more than 50% of their life).
Four papers have been published (Knudsen et al. 2015, Long et al. 2015, Terkelsen et al.
2017, Knudsen et al. 2018) and four manuscripts are in preparation; expected published before
summer 2019.
Questionnaires for the mother’s lifestyle and diet showed that the intake of traditional
marine diet has decreased among pregnant women being 12-18% of total diet. Thus, imported
food items are dominating.
The study population has a median age of 27.0 years (range: 18-43 years of age) and median
pre-pregnancy BMI of 24.3 kg/m2. Fifty percent had normal BMI >18.5≤ 25 kg/m2, 46% BMI>25
kg/m2 (overweight) and 4% BMI < 18.5 kg/m2 (underweight). Thus, if the Caucasian BMI norm
can be used on Inuit, then there is a bit high percentage of overweight.
More than a third (35.5%) of the women were current smokers at the beginning of their
pregnancy being significant different among the regions with the highest frequency in East (68%)
and lowest in West (30.6%) following the order: East (E) > North (N) > South(S) > Disko Bay (DB)
> West (W). The smoking status was confirmed by plasma cotinine, a marker of current smoking.
Although there are signs of a decrease, the smoking among Inuit pregnant women is still too high.
In 2013 – 2015, 55% of the pregnant women reported to have smoked cannabis at some point
of life. For alcohol consumption during pregnancy, the frequency was in general very low < 1
drink/month in 98-100%, but for North only 90%. There was a difference among the regions for
parity, defined as a full-term pregnancy, being highest in the East region. In general, 50% of the
pregnant women planned to breastfeed 6 to 12 months.
The blood level of lipophilic Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), perfluorinated alkyl acids
(PFAS) and mercury correlated positively to age, marine food intake and smoking and were
generally higher in the North and the East regions in accordance with higher intake of marine
mammals. Compared to studies on pregnant women in Disko Bay and Nuuk during 1994-1999,
the lipophilic POPs and lead levels had decreased.
The fetal growth seems to be affected by POP exposures and smoking. Smoking also seems
to lower the blood Iron level (not published, in preparation).
Current ACCEPT research, the BioSund-ACCEPT project 2018-2021: In collaboration with
Greenland Center for Health Research Ilisimatusarfik, we conduct the BioSund-ACCEPT project.
BioSund-ACCEPT includes questionnaires to follow-up on the ACCEPT child health and
development and follow-up on possible change in the mother’s lifestyle and health. Also, the
ACCEPT fathers health and lifestyle will be included. Blood, hair, nail and urine will be collected
for POP and metal measurements and toxicological analyses.
Written by Eva Cecilie Bonefeld-Jørgensen
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Breast cancer risk in Greenland: Associations with lifestyle and diet,
environmental exposures, and genetics
PhD dissertation by Maria Wielsøe 15th May 2018.
• Supervisor Professor, Eva C. Bonefeld-Jørgensen and co-supervisor Associated Professor
Manhai Long, Aarhus University.
• Assessment committee: Chairman Professor Kim Overvad, Professor Arja Ratio, Oulu,
Finland; Associated Professor Caroline Diorio, Quebec, Canada
•

The study was conducted in collaboration
with the Greenlandic Health System, Nuuk. It
was a case-control study matched on age and
region with the sampling period 2000-03 & 20102014. The total number of study participants was
97 Inuit women cases and 93 Inuit controls equal
to approximately 80% of all breast cancer cases in
this period. The study included questionnaires on
diet and lifestyle, and measurement of POP blood
levels and genetic analyses.
Summary:
Diet and breast cancer in Greenland
• No significant association between traditional or imported food items and breast cancer
was observed
• Significant protective effect of fruit and vegetables was found
Environmental contaminants (POPs) and breast cancer in Greenland
• Higher POP blood levels were found in cases compared to controls
• Significant positive association between POPs and the risk of breast cancer
• The risk seems stronger for perfluorinated alkyl acids (PFAS) than lipophilic POPs

Gene-environmental (POP) interaction and breast cancer risk
Genetic variations in the P450 fase-1 and fase-2 enzyme system can increase the
individual risk of breast cancer upon exposure to POPs especially PFAS.
•

Written by Maria Wielsøe

Patient involvement in Greenland hospital care: a clinical research project
Healthcare is undergoing a paradigm shift towards family- and patient centeredness.
However, to ensure implementation, the concept needs adjustment to health care in Greenland.
The aim is to identify areas for patient involvement by investigating:
• Patients and relatives' motivation, opportunities and action competences
• Health professional attitudes and organization of pathways
The project takes place in a partnership between Greenland Centre for Health Research and
Department of Surgery at Queen Ingrid's Hospital in Nuuk. The results will be action-oriented
and form a basis to develop and implement patient involvement in clinical practice. The time
frame of the research project is 1.10.2018-30.9.2020.
Written by Lene Seibæk & Lise Hounsgaard
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The Centre’s educational activities
Double PhD enrolment (double/joint degree)
The PhD School at the University of Greenland (Ilisimatusarfik) offers an international
research education in three different programs: 1) Arctic Studies - Health and Social Conditions, 2)
Arctic Studies - Pedagogy and the Science of Education, and 3) Arctic Studies - Culture, Language
and Social Conditions. The purpose of the education is to qualify the student to do research,
development and instructional tasks and to transmit scientific problems and issues in the Arctic.
All students must be assigned to one of the programs.
The PhD School offers two kinds of PhD educations with various lengths: an ordinary
program (for an expected three years) and an assistant professor with PhD-program (for an
expected six years). The PhD School is willing to make partnership agreements with other
research institutions and foreign universities e.g. regarding double enrolment (double /joint
degree). Double enrolment as an assistant professor with a PhD program requires an individual
agreement approved by the PhD council and the head of the institute.
The application to apply for enrolment as a PhD student at Ilisimatusarfik is available at the
university website. If interested, please feel free to contact head of PhD council at Arctic Studies,
Health and Social Conditions, Head of Research, Professor Lise Hounsgaard,
lhounsgaard@health.sdu.dk.

Nursing students enjoying their new classrooms
After the summer break, 5th semester nursing students became the first ones to enjoy the
new facilities of the new University building. The nine nursing students received a classroom right
across the offices of the GCHR researchers, thereby physically moving education and research
closer to each other. In their 5th semester the students receive lectures in research methods and
ethics. The students are very happy with their new study environment and enjoy the academic
atmosphere.
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Second Ph.D. course at the University of Greenland in collaboration with
UArctic
15 Students from various health disciplines and from across the Arctic have come
together in Nuuk (Greenland) to learn more about circumpolar health from experienced
scholars. This 5-day Ph.D. course was organised by UArctic in collaboration with the
University of Greenland Ilisimatusarfik hosted by the Greenlandic Centre for Health
Research. The course took place from the 25th to 30th of June 2018.
The attending students have travelled to
Nuuk from five different regions in the Arctic,
such as Alaska, Russia and Greenland. The
course did not only provide the students with
valuable insights into research methods and
health trends in the Arctic but facilitated a
platform where young researchers can
exchange knowledge, start collaborations and
network. Establishing such a forum for this
next generation of Arctic researchers is crucial
for current and future research collaborations. One way the course facilitated this was by
inviting all students to present their research projects and inviting fellow students and
lecturers to provide feedback and give comments on the presentations.
As Norwegian Professor Jon Øvind Odland pointed out in his lecture on Arctic
Global Health “we need to research and collaborate across disciplines in order to be able
to solve the complex challenges we are confronted with in the Arctic”. This is also
something the course emphasised by inviting participants from various research
disciplines and backgrounds. These included backgrounds in Medicine, Nursing,
Pharmacology, Biology, Natural-, Social- or Health Sciences, and Public- or Global Health
Sciences.
On the first day Jon Øvind Odland (Tromsø University) jumpstarted the course with
a global perspective on Arctic Health and how the challenge of the contaminated waters
in the Arctic are closely connected to environmental pollutions from the rest of the World.
The following days, the students received skills in demography and participatory
research, the former taught by Anastasia Emelyanova (UArctic, Oulu) and the latter by
Rhonda Johnson (Anchorage University). Christina VL Larsen (Centre of Public Health in
Greenland) provided insights into Greenland’s national health surveys, Maria Wielsøe
(Centre of Arctic Health & Molecular Epidemiology, Aarhus University) introduced the
ACCEPT study in Greenland, and Arja Rautio (Oulu University) discussed the
importance of ethics and multidisciplinary research with the students.
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Next to all the vibrant, scientific
discussions there was also time for getting to
know each other on a personal level. Here,
Gert Mulvad, the host of the course, organised
different social events. Students and lecturers
enjoyed tapas at the old harbour in Nuuk,
learned about the history of Greenland’s
University and gathered in smaller groups
throughout the week.
Written by Christine Ingemann & Ivalu K. Sørensen
(Centre of Public Health in Greenland, SIF, SDU)

Global Health course for SDU Master students
In august, 9 Global Health students from the University of Southern Denmark travelled to
Kangerlussuaq, Sisimiut and Nuuk. Prior to their two weeks stay in Greenland, they attended the
ICCH17 (17th International Congress on Circumpolar Health). In Greenland, they first visited the
nursing station in Kangerlussuaq and the regional hospital in Sisimiut. They then travelled to
Nuuk with the coastal ship, where they received a thorough introduction to the Greenlandic
culture, history and politics through presentations from representatives of the Board of Health
and Prevention, Ilisimatusarfik (the University of Greenland) and the national hospital (Queen
Ingrid’s hospital). The presentations provided the students with a better understanding of the
health system’s many strengths as well as its challenges. Finally, they visited the different
departments of the national hospital.
Written by Mette M. Schlütter

PhD course ‘Ethnographic methods and qualitative analysis in the Arctic’
From the 24th to 28th of September the Centre held a Ph.D. course on ‘Ethnographic methods
and qualitative analysis in the Arctic’. Here, researchers from Ilisimatusarfik, Aarhus, Aalborg and
Copenhagen University provided students with insights into their field experiences. Rector and
associate professor Gitte Adler Reimer and professor Lill Rastad Bjørst taught the students about
conducting field work in Greenland, while professor and anthropologist Line Dalsgård provided
insights from her research in Brazil. MA Tenna Jensen introduced the students to methods used in
history research, and associate professor Kennet Pedersen introduced to arctic and Greenlandic
literature. In group work sessions students had the opportunity to receive hands-on feedback and
input to their current research and data. The course was organized by professor Lise Hounsgaard
and Ph.D. student Mette M. Schlütter.
Written by Christine Ingemann
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Upcoming activities in 2019
Global Health course for SDU Master students
As in 2018, we will host Master students taking the Global Health course at the
University of Southern Denmark in August 2019. The course program is expected to be
slightly different, since there won’t be any relevant conference for the students attend.
However, we already have interesting ideas for providing a ‘global’ program for the
students.

NNEN field course on ‘Remote nursing education & life-long learning’
The UArctic Northern Nursing Education Network (NNEN) is jointly led by the UiT
Arctic University of Norway and the University of Saskatchewan (U of S). Ilisimatusarfik
(University of Greenland) is part of this network and will be hosting the Interprofessional
Innovative Learning Institute on Circumpolar Health Field School in august 2019.
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NUNAMED & PhD course
From the 5th to 7th of October 2019 the
NUNAMED conference will take place in
Nuuk. The conference provides an opportunity
for Greenlandic health professionals and
researchers to learn about the many research
project conducted in Greenland, while also
presenting their own. Therefore, there will be
sessions in English as well as Greenlandic.
Also, many international researchers from our
Arctic neighbours attend this conference to
present work, learn more about Greenland and
to network. We are looking very much forward
to this event, which the Greenland Centre of
Health Research is co-organising.
Prior to the conference, a PhD course for
Master students and PhD candidates will be
held from the 2nd to 4th of October 2019.
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Mulvad, G. (2018). Food Security in Greenland. In: Exner-Pirot, H., B. Norbye and L. Butler (eds.)
(2018). Northern and Indigenous Health and Health Care. Saskatoon, Saskatchewan: University of
Saskatchewan. Available from: openpress.usask.ca/northernhealthcare
Mulvad, G. (2018). Health Research and Health Professional Education in Greenland. In: ExnerPirot, H., B. Norbye and L. Butler (eds.) (2018). Northern and Indigenous Health and Health Care.
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan: University of Saskatchewan. Available from:
openpress.usask.ca/northernhealthcare
Nørtoft, K., Carroll, S., Siren, A., Bjerregaard, P., Larsen, C.V.L., Brædder, M., Hounsgaard, L. &
Jensen, T. (2018). Enhancing Well-Being Among Older People in Greenland through Partnerships
of Research, Practice and Civil Society, In: Heininen, L. and H. Exner-Pirot (eds.). Arctic Yearbook.
Akureyri, Iceland: Northern Research Forum. Available from https://arcticyearbook.com/
Pedersen IB, Andersen S. (2018). Assessment of the thyroid patient. Oxford Textbook of
Endocrinology and Diabetes 2018 3rd edition
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Schlütter, M (2018): Ældres livshistorier – et bidrag til historien om Grønland. Tidsskiftet
Grønland.

Oral & poster presentations
Montgomery-Andersen, R., Ireland, S. (2018). Worlds Apart: Exploring the logics of Indigenous
women’s planned birthplace locations in remote artic Greenland and tropical Australia. Abstract
& presentation at the 17th International Congress on Circumpolar Health.
Montgomery-Andersen, R., Ireland, S. (2018). The EHLF Analysis: Exploring reproductive health
inequity and environmental health literacy in Australian and Greenlandic Indigenous
communities. Abstract & presentation at the 17th International Congress on Circumpolar Health.
Montgomery-Andersen, R. (2018). IceHot Dance Festival
Seibæk, L. & Hounsgaard, L. (2018). Patient involvement in Greenland hospital care: a clinical
research project. Abstract & presentation at the 17th International Congress on Circumpolar
Health.
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Publications from previous years
Publications in 2017
Peer-reviewed articles
Aagaard, T. (2017). Patient involvement in healthcare professional practice–a question about
knowledge. International journal of circumpolar health, 76(1), 1403258.
Augustussen, M., Hounsgaard, L., Pedersen, M. L., Sjøgren, P., & Timm, H. (2017). Relatives’
level of satisfaction with advanced cancer care in Greenland–a mixed methods study.
International journal of circumpolar health, 76(1), 1335148.
Augustussen, M., Sjøgren, P., Timm, H., Hounsgaard, L., & Pedersen, M. L. (2017). Symptoms
and health-related quality of life in patients with advanced cancer-a population-based study in
Greenland. European Journal of Oncology Nursing, 28, 92-97.
Berntsen, S., Karlsen, A. P. H., Pedersen, M. L., & Mulvad, G. (2017). Gonorrhoea in Greenland,
incidence and previous preventive measures: a review to improve future strategies. International
journal of circumpolar health, 76(1), 1350092.
Buckley, M. T., Racimo, F., Allentoft, M. E., Jensen, M. K., Jonsson, A., Huang, H., ... & Jørgensen,
M. E. (2017). Selection in Europeans on fatty acid desaturases associated with dietary changes.
Molecular biology and evolution, 34(6), 1307-1318.
Dahl-Petersen, I. K., Brage, S., Bjerregaard, P., Tolstrup, J., & Jørgensen, M. E. (2017). Physical
activity and abdominal fat distribution in Greenland. Medicine and science in sports and exercise,
49(10), 2064.
Demant, M. N., Jensen, R. G., Jakobsen, J. C., Gluud, C., & Homøe, P. (2017). The effects of
ventilation tubes versus no ventilation tubes for recurrent acute otitis media or chronic otitis
media with effusion in 9 to 36 month old Greenlandic children, the SIUTIT trial: study protocol for
a randomized controlled trial. Trials, 18(1), 30.
Hauptmann, A. L., Sicheritz-Pontén, T., Cameron, K. A., Bælum, J., Plichta, D. R., Dalgaard, M., &
Stibal, M. (2017). Contamination of the Arctic reflected in microbial metagenomes from the
Greenland ice sheet. Environmental Research Letters, 12(7), 074019.
Jensen, R. G., Johansen, H. K., Bjarnsholt, T., Eickhardt-Sørensen, S. R., & Homøe, P. (2017).
Recurrent otorrhea in chronic suppurative otitis media: is biofilm the missing link?. European
Archives of Oto-Rhino-Laryngology, 274(7), 2741-2747.
Lou, S., Frumer, M., Schlütter, M. M., Petersen, O. B., Vogel, I., & Nielsen, C. P. (2017).
Experiences and expectations in the first trimester of pregnancy: a qualitative study. Health
Expectations, 20(6), 1320-1329.
Nielsen, L. O., Krebs, H. J., Albert, N. M., Anderson, N., Catz, S., Hale, T. M., ... & Spindler, H.
(2017). Telemedicine in Greenland: Citizens' Perspectives. Telemedicine and e-Health, 23(5), 441447.
Madsen, S. S., Wetterstrand, V. J. R., & Pedersen, M. L. (2017). Dental caries and weight among
children in Nuuk, Greenland, at school entry. International journal of circumpolar health, 76(1),
1311535.
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Pedersen, M. L. (2017). High awareness of diabetes in the health care system in Greenland
measured as a proportion of population tested with glycated haemoglobin within 2 years.
Diabetology & metabolic syndrome, 9(1), 30.
Rønn, P. F., Lucas, M., Sidi, E. A. L., Tvermosegaard, M., Andersen, G. S., Lauritzen, T., ... &
Jørgensen, M. E. (2017). The obesity-associated risk of cardiovascular disease and all-cause
mortality is not lower in Inuit compared to Europeans: A cohort study of Greenlandic Inuit,
Nunavik Inuit and Danes. Atherosclerosis, 265, 207-214.
Rønn, P. F., Andersen, G. S., Lauritzen, T., Christensen, D. L., Aadahl, M., Carstensen, B., &
Jørgensen, M. E. (2017). Ethnic differences in anthropometric measures and abdominal fat
distribution: a cross-sectional pooled study in Inuit, Africans and Europeans. J Epidemiol
Community Health, 71(6), 536-543.
Skotte, L., Koch, A., Yakimov, V., Zhou, S., Søborg, B., Andersson, M., ... & Pedersen, M. L. (2017).
CPT1A Missense Mutation Associated With Fatty Acid Metabolism and Reduced Height in
GreenlandersCLINICAL PERSPECTIVE. Circulation: Genomic and Precision Medicine, 10(3),
e001618.
Wielsøe, M., Kern, P., & Bonefeld-Jørgensen, E. C. (2017). Serum levels of environmental
pollutants is a risk factor for breast cancer in Inuit: a case control study. Environmental Health,
16(1), 56.
Wielsøe, M., Bjerregaard-Olesen, C., Kern, P., & Bonefeld-Jørgensen, E. C. (2018). Receptor
activities of persistent pollutant serum mixtures and breast cancer risk. Endocrine-related cancer,
25(3), 201-215.
Other types of publications
Exploring challenges and possibilities in providing welfare among the elderly in southern
Greenland - an exploratory study. Nielsen, Lasse Overballe; Schlütter, Mette; Hounsgaard, Lise;
Nørtoft, Kamilla Pernille Johansen; Jensen, Tenna. 2017. Poster session præsenteret ved Conference of the European Transcultural Nursing Association, Odense, Danmark.
Nørtoft, K. P. J., & Jensen, T. (2017). Aldringsidentitet i spændingsfeltet mellem fangersamfund og
velfærdsstat. In Psyke Og Logos.

Publications in 2016
Peer reviewed articles
Andersen, M. K., Jørsboe, E., Sandholt, C. H., Grarup, N., Jørgensen, M. E., Færgeman, N. J.,
Bjerregaard P, Pedersen O, Moltke I, Hansen T & Albrechtsen, A. (2016). Identification of novel
genetic determinants of erythrocyte membrane fatty acid composition among Greenlanders. PLoS
genetics, 12(6), e1006119.
Anderson, I., Robson, B., Connolly, M., Al-Yaman, F., Bjertness, E., King, A., ... & Pesantes, M. A.
(2016). Indigenous and tribal peoples' health (The Lancet–Lowitja Institute Global Collaboration):
a population study. The Lancet, 388(10040), 131-157. (Partly by Peter Bjerregaard)
Avnstorp, M. B., Homøe, P., Bjerregaard, P., & Jensen, R. G. (2016). Chronic suppurative otitis
media, middle ear pathology and corresponding hearing loss in a cohort of Greenlandic children.
International journal of pediatric otorhinolaryngology, 83, 148-153.
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Gildberg, F. A., Paaske, K. J., Rasmussen, V. L., Nissen, R. D., Bradley, S. K., & Hounsgaard, L.
(2016). Humor: Power Conveying Social Structures Inside Forensic Mental Health Nursing.
Journal of forensic nursing, 12(3), 120-128.
Kløvgaard, M., Nielsen, N. O., Sørensen, T. L., Bjerregaard, P., Olsen, B., & Christesen, H. T.
(2016). Children in Greenland: disease patterns and contacts to the health care system.
International journal of circumpolar health, 75(1), 32903.
NCD Risk Factor Collaboration (NCD-RisC). (2016). Worldwide trends in diabetes since 1980: a
pooled analysis of 751 population-based studies with 4.4 million participants.
Lancet;387(10027):1513-30. (Partly by Peter Bjerregaard)
NCD Risk Factor Collaboration (NCD-RisC). (2016). Trends in adult body-mass index in 200
countries from 1975 to 2014: a pooled analysis of 1698 population-based measurement studies
with 19·2 million participants. Lancet;387(10026):1377-96. (Partly by Peter Bjerregaard)
NCD Risk Factor Collaboration (NCD-RisC). (2016). A century of trends in adult human height.
Elife. 26;5. pii: e13410. (Partly by Peter Bjerregaard)
Nielsen, N. O., Bjerregaard, P., Rønn, P. F., Friis, H., Andersen, S., Melbye, M., ... & Jørgensen, M.
E. (2016). Associations between vitamin D status and type 2 diabetes measures among inuit in
greenland may be affected by other factors. PLoS One, 11(4), e0152763.
Nielsen, L. O., Olsen, S., Jarbøl, D. E., & Pedersen, M. L. (2016). Spirometry in Greenland: a crosssectional study on patients treated with medication targeting obstructive pulmonary disease.
International journal of circumpolar health, 75(1), 33258.
Otto MC, Afshin A, Micha R, Khatibzadeh S, Fahimi S, Singh G, Danaei G, Sichieri R, Monteiro
CA, Louzada ML, Ezzati M, Mozaffarian D & Bjerregaard P. (2016). Global Burden of Diseases,
Injuries, and Risk Factors Metabolic Risk Factors of Chronic Diseases Expert Group; Nutrition and
Chronic Diseases Expert Group (NutriCoDE). The Impact of Dietary and Metabolic Risk Factors
on Cardiovascular Diseases and Type 2 Diabe-tes Mortality in Brazil. PLoS One. 18;11(3):e0151503.
Pedersen, M. L., Olesen, J., Jørgensen, M. E., & Damm, P. (2016). Gestational diabetes mellitus in
Greenland: a national study of prevalence and testing efficacy. International journal of
circumpolar health, 75(1), 32167.
Pedersen, M. L., Poulsen, P., Berthelsen, L., Nørgaard, C., Hoffmann, S., & Jensen, J. S. (2016).
Rapid spread of Neisseria gonorrhoeae ciprofloxacin resistance due to a newly introduced
resistant strain in Nuuk, Greenland, 2012–2015: a community-based prospective cohort study. BMJ
open, 6(8), e011998.
Riva, M., Larsen, C. V. L., & Bjerregaard, P. (2016). Association between individual-level and
community-level socio-economic status and blood pressure among Inuit in Greenland.
International journal of circumpolar health, 75(1), 32757.
Seibaek, L., Delmar, C., & Hounsgaard, L. (2016). Sustaining hope and life courage in patients
undergoing ovarian cancer surgery–the impact of care. European journal of cancer care, 27(1),
e12562.
Todsen, T., Jensen, M. L., Tolsgaard, M. G., Olsen, B. H., Henriksen, B. M., Hillingsø, J. G., ... &
Ringsted, C. (2016). Transfer from point-of-care Ultrasonography training to diagnostic
performance on patients—a randomized controlled trial. The American Journal of Surgery, 211(1),
40-45.
Viskum, E. S., & Pedersen, M. L. (2016). Prevalence of diagnosed diabetes and quality of care
among Greenlanders and non-Greenlanders in Greenland. Diabetes research and clinical practice,
121, 91-98.
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Wang Q, Afshin A, Yakoob MY, Singh GM, Rehm CD, Khatibzadeh S, Micha R, Shi P, Mozaffarian D & Bjerregaard P. (2016). Global, Regional, and National Consumption of Sugar Diseases
Expert Group (NutriCoDE). Impact of Nonoptimal Intakes of Saturated, Polyunsaturated, and
Trans Fat on Global Bur-dens of Coronary Heart Disease. J Am Heart Assoc. 20;5(1). pii: e002891.
Wielsøe, M., Gudmundsdottir, S., & Bonefeld-Jørgensen, E. C. (2016). Reproductive history and
dietary habits and breast cancer risk in Greenlandic Inuit: a case control study. public health, 137,
50-58.
Other types of publications
Aagaard, T. (2016). Patientperspektiver og demokratisk deltagelse i sundhedspraksis. Tikiusaaq
nr.1
Aagaard, T. (2016). Patienter og pårørende føler sig ikke hørt. Fag og forskning nr. 4, Dansk
Sygeplejeråd, 2016.
Aagaard, T. (2016). Patientinddragelse og kulturforståelse. Tikiusaaq, nr.3. Peqqissaasut Kattuffiat.
Aagaard, T. (2016). Issittumi Ilisimatusarnermik Atuagassiaq – INUSSUK 1. Naalakkersuisut.
AMAP/EU-PolarNet Stakeholder Workshop on Research Needs for Arctic Health and Wellness.
Greenland Center for Health Research, Gert Mulvad, wrote section 5.1 Community health
perspectives.
Arnfjord, S., Jensen, A.B., Neergaard, R. & Hounsgaard L. (2016). TB og udsathed i Nuuk.
Nakorsanut, Vol.41
Bjerregaard, P. (2016). Le Groenland. Climat, écologie, societé. Santé publique. In: MassonDelmotte V, Gauthier É, Grémillet D, Huctin J-M, Swingedouw D (eds.). Paris, CNRS Editions,
2016.
Dahl-Petersen, I. K., Larsen, C. V. L., Nielsen, N. O., Jørgensen, M. E., & Bjerregaard, P. (2016).
Befolkningsundersøgelsen i Grønland 2014.
Dahl-Petersen, I. K., Olesen, I., Jørgensen, M. E., Larsen, C. V. L., & Bjerregaard, P. (2016). Health
survey in Greenland 2014: Population sample and survey methods.
Hounsgaard, L. (2016). Hvordan påvirkes livskvaliteten for partneren til den kroniske syge?.
Ipraksis, 48-52.
Marcussen, J., Hounsgaard, L., Thuen, F., & Poul, B. (2016). Børn og unge i dobbeltsorg kræver
særlig støtte. Sygeplejersken, (3), 38-47.
Nielsen N.O., Larsen, C.V.L., Jørgensen, M.E., Dahl-Petersen, I., Olesen, I. & Bjerregaard, P.
(2016). Notat om sundhedstilstanden i Qeqertarsuatsiaat. København: Statens Institut for
Folkesundhed, 2016. 8 pp.
Todsen, T., Lober, A., & Lyngaard, F. (2016). Kvinde med globulusfornemmelse. Ugeskr Læger,
178, V67046.
Gert Mulvad has contributed to the following:
www.amap.no/documents/doc/AMAP-Assessment-2015-Human-Health-in-the-Arctic/1346
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGqPo5t8LcA
www.vimeo.com/176025372
www.twitter.com/arcticassembly/status/785105414610423808?lang=da
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www.videnskab.dk/krop-sundhed/gronlaenderes-helbred-ligner-andre-oprindelige-folks-mendet-gar-fremad
www.cphpost.dk/news/greenlanders-getting-a-little-healthier.html
www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/e/49749.html

Publications in 2015
Peer reviewed articles
Albertsen, N., Mulvad, G., & Pedersen, M. L. (2015). Incidence of syphilis in Greenland 2010–
2014: The beginning of a new epidemic?. International journal of circumpolar health, 74(1), 28378.
Arnfjord, S., & Hounsgaard, L. (2015). Problems of Professional Disempowerment: An Initial
Study of Social Work Conditions in Greenland. Intersectionalities: A Global Journal of Social Work
Analysis, Research, Polity, and Practice, 4(1), 40-58.
Bjorn-Mortensen, K., Andersen, A. B., Koch, A., Ladefoged, K., Lillebaek, T., Michelsen, S. W., ... &
Soborg, B. (2015). Tuberculosis outbreak in East Greenland: groups at risk in an isolated arctic
setting. European Respiratory Journal, ERJ-00129.
Foss, K. T., Subhi, Y., Aagaard, R., Bessmann, E. L., Bøtker, M. T., Graumann, O., ... & Todsen, T.
(2015). Developing an emergency ultrasound app–a collaborative project between clinicians from
different universities. Scandinavian journal of trauma, resuscitation and emergency medicine,
23(1), 47.
Gildberg, F. A., Bradley, S. K., Tingleff, E. B., & Hounsgaard, L. (2015). Empirically Testing
Thematic Analysis (ETTA)-Methodological implications in textual analysis coding system.
Nordisk sygeplejeforskning, 5(02), 193-207.
Marcussen, J., Thuen, F., Bruun, P., & Hounsgaard, L. (2015). Parental divorce and parental deathAn integrative systematic review of children’s double bereavement. Clinical Nursing Studies, 3(4),
103.
McMahon, B. J., Bruce, M. G., Koch, A., Goodman, K. J., Tsukanov, V., Mulvad, G., ... &
Parkinson, A. J. (2016). The diagnosis and treatment of Helicobacter pylori infection in Arctic
regions with a high prevalence of infection: Expert Commentary. Epidemiology & Infection,
144(2), 225-233.
Melchiors, J., Todsen, T., Nilsson, P., Wennervaldt, K., Charabi, B., Bøttger, M., ... & von
Buchwald, C. (2015). Preparing for emergency: a valid, reliable assessment tool for emergency
cricothyroidotomy skills. Otolaryngology–Head and Neck Surgery, 152(2), 260-265.
Micha R, Khatibzadeh S, Shi P, Andrews KG, Engell RE, Mozaffarian D & Bjerregaard P. (2015).
Global Burden of Diseases Nutrition and Chronic Diseases Expert Group (NutriCoDE). Global,
regional and national consumption of major food groups in 1990 and 2010: a systematic analysis
including 266 country-specific nutrition surveys worldwide. BMJ Open. 24;5(9):e008705.
Pedersen, M. L. M., & Pedersen, M. L. (2015). Incidence of Patients Diagnosed With Acute Cystitis
in Nuuk, Greenland Management in the Primary Health Care Setting. Primary Health Care,
5(179), 2167-1079.
Singh GM, Micha R, Khatibzadeh S, Shi P, Lim S, Andrews KG, Engell RE, Ezzati M, Mozaffarian
D & Bjerregaard P. (2015). Global Burden of Diseases Nutrition and Chronic Diseases Expert
Group (NutriCoDE). Global, Regional, and National Consumption of Sugar-Sweetened Beverages,
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Fruit Juices, and Milk: A Systematic Assessment of Beverage Intake in 187 Countries. PLoS One.
5;10(8):e0124845.
Singh GM, Micha R, Khatibzadeh S, Lim S, Ezzati M, Mozaffarian D & Bjerregaard P. (2015).
Global Burden of Diseases Nutrition and Chronic Diseases Expert Group (NutriCoDE). Estimated
Global, Regional, and National Disease Burdens Related to Sugar-Sweetened Beverage
Consumption in 2010.Circulation. 25;132(8):639-66.
Skjerbæk Rolskov, A., Bjorn-Mortensen, K., Mulvad, G., Poulsen, P., Skov Jensen, J., & Lynge
Pedersen, M. (2015). Rapid change in the ciprofloxacin resistance pattern among Neisseria
gonorrhoeae strains in Nuuk, Greenland: time to reconsider preventive and treatment strategies.
International journal of circumpolar health, 74(1), 26916.
Other types of publications
AMAP Assessment 2015: Human Health in the Arctic (Greenland Center for Health Research has
participated in the work of chapter 2: “Overview of ongoing cohort and dietary studies in the
Arctic” and chapter 6: “Risk communication”). (Partly by Peter Bjerregaard, Gert Mulvad and
Henning Sloth Pedersen)
Aagaard, T. (2015). Etik, kultur & viden. Tikiusaaq nr.2, side 10.
Aagaard, T. (2015). Nogle resultater af projektet hverdagsliv med sygdom. Tikiusaaq nr.1.
Kristensen, H. K., Bruun, P., Stryhn, H. M., Pedersen, S. W., & Hounsgaard, L. (2015).
Videnskredsløb skal styrke sundhedsprofessionelles kompetencer. Sygeplejersken, 10, 74-79.
Aagaard, T. (2015). Hverdagsliv med sygdom – Patienters kulturelle perspektiver på
sundhedspraksis i Grønland. INUSSUK – Arktisk forskningsjournal, nr. 1. Bogudgivelse revideret ph.d.-afhandling.
Aagaard, T. (2015). Health Care Kalaallisut. Abstract & presentation at 16th International
Congress on Circumpolar Health, Oulu, Finland on 8-12 June 2015.
Hounsgaard, L. (2015). Family care where a family member is chronically ill with Parkinson’s
disease – a qualitative study. Poster presentation at 16th International Congress on Circumpolar
Health, Oulu, Finland on 8-12 June 2015.
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