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Course description (tentative)

When following the public debate on reforms in public policy, the economic arguments are very
often particularly prominent. Less prominent is that political reforms - whether it concerns fiscal,
welfare, or education policy - involves redistribution of both economic and political resources.
Reforms implemented in political processes, with well-organized groups are fighting fiercely to
maintain and preferably increase their share of resources. The many reforms that are
implemented thus have major consequences for the way in which economic resources and
political power are distributed. The purpose of this course is to analyze reforms as political
phenomena. What are the political drivers of the reforms? Who achieves political influence in the
reform process, how is this influence achieved and what are the consequences? These questions
will be answered by reading and discussing theoretical, empirical and practical literature.
The course reviews the application and critically reflects on relevant theories and methods that
makes it possible to understand the policy process. Although the examples mainly deals with
educational policies, most theories, methods and problems discussed in the course, may be useful
in general. The course introduces historical and current developments, opportunities and
challenges in Greenlandic education policy and analyzes the current reform work.
Learning objectives
After following the course, the student must be able to:
- Explain the subject's relevant issues
- Make relevant theoretical choices in the explanation of the subject's problems
- Assess strengths and weaknesses of different research designs during the analysis of reform
policy
- Discuss the subject's issues in relation to more general political issues
- Reflect on the subject's issues in relation to terms and conditions for political governance of
liberal democratic societies.
Prerequisites
Active participation is expected, ie. students meetings well prepared and ready to attend classes.
Readings
The curriculum includes a number of scientific articles and book chapters, as well as official
documents from the Government and the EU
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